Randolph County                                                                                                    


             Bid #08-0616
Due Date:  Thursday, June 26, 2008 at 3:00 P.M.                                             2009 Ambulance Cabs and Chassis                                    

[image: image2.png]




RANDOLPH COUNTY
725 McDowell Road, PO Box 4728

Asheboro, NC  27204-4728

Tel: (336) 318-6304

Fax: (336) 318-6324

Email:  ahalexander@co.randolph.nc.us
REQUEST FOR BIDS
Bid# 08-0616
FOR

Three (3) 2008 of Newer AMBULANCE CABS and CHASSIS 
Issued on:  Thursday, June 26, 2008
Due Date:  Thursday, July 10, 2008 at 2:00 PM EST
                             Administered by:  Audrey Alexander, Purchasing Officer

Section 1 – INTRODUCTION and INTENT of RFB
1.1
Notice to Vendors

Pursuant to General Statutes of North Carolina Section 143-131 as amended, sealed bids   will be received by the Purchasing Officer for Randolph County from experienced, qualified Vendors for the following:

REQUEST FOR BIDS 08-0616
Three (3) 2008 of Newer Ambulance Cabs and Chassis
Bids will be accepted until Thursday, July 10,  2008 at 2:00 PM EST  at the Purchasing Department in the Randolph County Office Building, 725 McDowell Road, 2nd Floor, Asheboro, North Carolina 27205.  Complete specifications and instructions are attached herewith.

Bid documents may be obtained from Audrey Alexander, Purchasing Officer, at the Randolph County Office Building, 725 McDowell Road 2nd Floor, Asheboro, NC  27205.

Bids shall be submitted on the standard forms furnished by the County and shall be submitted in a sealed envelope identifying the bidder’s name and the bid number on the face of the envelope.

A bid deposit is not required with this Request for Bids.  

Submission of any bid signifies the Vendor’s agreement that its’ bid and the content thereof are valid for 120 days (four months) following the submission deadline and will become part of the contract that is negotiated between Randolph County and the successful Vendor.  All prices submitted with the proposal shall remain in effect for the 120-day period.

Sincerely,

Audrey H. Alexander
Audrey H. Alexander

Purchasing Officer

1.2
Intent of this RFB
This Request for Bids (RFB) is intended to provide Vendors with a common, uniform set of specifications to assist them in the development of their bids and to provide a uniform method for the County to fairly evaluate bids and subsequently select a Vendor from which to purchase three (3) Ford F350 Cabs and Chassis.  

In responding to this RFP, Vendors should follow the prescribed format and use the forms included, thus providing the County with data that is easily compared with data submitted by other Vendors in order to fairly and objectively evaluate the proposals.

The County assumes no responsibility for conclusions or interpretations derived from the information presented in this RFB, or otherwise distributed or made available during this bidding process.  In addition, the County will not be bound by or be responsible for any explanation, interpretation or conclusions of this RFB or any documents provided by the County other than those given in writing by the County through the issuance of addenda.  In no event may a Vendor rely on any oral statement by the County or its’ agents, advisors or consultants.  It is the full responsibility of the Vendor to thoroughly investigate the needs/requirements of the County not necessarily assumed in this RFB and to submit a bid for three (3)   2008 or newer Ford F350 Ambulance Cabs and Chassis that has been designed, tested and proven to most efficiently meet the needs/requirements of the County.

This RFP is in compliance with the laws of the State of North Carolina.

Section 2 -   PURPOSE and CLASSIFICATION

2.1
Purpose

The purpose of this document is to provide minimum specifications and test parameters for the manufacture of three (3) Ford F350 Cabs and Chassis that meet the needs and desires of this Agency.  This document also establishes essential criteria for the design, performance, equipment and appearance of the vehicle.  The object is to provide vehicles that are in accordance with nationally recognized guidelines.

2.2
General

It is not the intention of this Agency to eliminate or disqualify Vendors or Manufacturers of similar or equal equipment of the types specified.  It should be noted, however, that these specifications are written around specific needs of this Agency.  It is County’s intention to standardize certain components; therefore, in numerous places we have named specific brands of components.  This has been done to establish a certain standard of equality.  Other brands will only be accepted providing the Vendor provides documentation in the bid that the particular brand offered meets or exceeds the quality of the actual brand called for in these specifications.

2.3
Materials

The Cabs and Chassis to be delivered under this contract shall be standard commercial products, which meet or exceed the requirements of these specifications.   The Cabs and Chassis shall be as represented in the Manufacturer’s current technical data.  Materials used in the construction of these vehicles shall be new and not less than the quality conforming to current engineering and manufacturing practices.  Materials shall be free of defects and suitable for the service intended.

Section 3 -- REQUEST FOR BIDS

3.1
Issuing Office and Inquiries

This Request for Bids (RFB) is issued by Randolph County Purchasing Office on behalf of Randolph County.  Any inquiries, clarifications, or interpretations regarding this RFB should be directed in writing to:





Audrey Alexander





Purchasing Officer





Randolph County Administration





P.O. Box 4728





725 McDowell Road




             Asheboro, NC 27204-4728





(336) 318-6304





ahalexander@co.randolph.nc.us
Responses to inquiries that affect the content of this RFB will be provided in writing to all recipients of the RFB through an addendum that will be posted on the County website, www.co.randolph.nc.us.   It is the responsibility of each Vendor to inquire about any aspect of the RFB that is not fully understood or is believed to be susceptible to more than one interpretation.  The County will accept only written inquiries regarding this RFB.   All times listed are understood to be Eastern Standard Time unless otherwise noted.   The County’s interpretation of the RFB shall be controlling in all cases. 
3.2
Important Dates


Issue Date:




Thursday, June 26, 2008
Deadline for Submitting Proposals:

Thursday, July 10, 2008 at 2:00 P.M. 

3.3
Trade or Brand Name

When a trade or brand name for a particular vehicle is specified, it is meant only as a reference for the standard that must be met.  Any other Manufacturer of a similar or reasonably equivalent or better vehicle than the one specified and called for herein, will be considered.
3.4
Submission of Bids

Proposals must be presented on the bid/specification forms attached to this RFB and mailed or delivered to:
Audrey Alexander





Purchasing Officer





Randolph County Administration





P.O. Box 4728





725 McDowell Road




            Asheboro, NC 27205





(336) 318-6304

The package shall be plainly marked, “EMS CABS and CHASSIS.”   
Any bid submitted on forms other than the Randolph County bid form may be disqualified.  TELEPHONE BIDS AND/OR FAXED BIDS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED.   All bids submitted must be typed or written in ink and signed by the bidder’s designated representative.  

Vendors must submit one (1) original and one (1) complete copy of their bid.  

No responsibility shall be attached to the County for the premature opening of any bid proposal not properly addressed or identified.

In order to be considered for selection, bids must be received by the date, time and place previously outlined.  The bidding process will be considered closed at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 10, 2008.  Failure to meet this deadline will disqualify the bidder.  

3.5
Addenda 

Any addenda to these documents shall be posted on the County’s website at www.co.randolph.nc.us. and will become part of this RFB and the contract.  No oral statements, explanations, or commitments by anyone shall be of any effect unless incorporated into the addenda.  It is the responsibility of the Vendor to periodically check the County’s website before submitting a bid to obtain any addenda that have been issued.  

3.6 Content of Bid
Vendors shall not be allowed to submit additional documentation once bids are opened.  Care should be taken to ensure that information provided is accurate, complete, and consistent.  Omission of any of the required information may subject the Vendor to disqualification.

3.7 Bid Pricing
All bid prices shall be complete and include warranty and delivery of the completed vehicles to Randolph County.  Taxes are to be shown as a separate line item.  The Bid Form shall be used for the purpose of providing these prices.  All bid prices and conditions must be specified on the Bid Form.  Bid prices shall be valid for at least 120 days from the date of the Bid Opening, or as otherwise specified on the Bid Form.

3.8
Exceptions to the RFB

Any exceptions to these specifications indicated must be clearly listed and explained on the Exception Form (APPENDIX A), included in this RFB. Otherwise, it will be considered that the vehicles offered are in strict compliance with these specifications and the successful bidder will be held responsible for delivering vehicles that meet or exceed these specifications.  Any exceptions must be referenced by section number and explained in detail on the Exception Form.  Any bidder not complying by  being forthcoming with any exceptions, shall not   be considered as responsive.
3.9
Bid Withdrawal

If the Vendor desires to withdraw their bid, they must submit in writing to the Purchasing Office before the bid opening deadline their purpose for withdrawal.  After the bid opening deadline, bids shall only be withdrawn in accordance with N.C.G.S. Section 143-129.1. 

3.10
Bids Property of County

All bids submitted in response to this RFB become the property of the County once they are opened.  Supporting technical manuals will be returned at the written request of the bidder.  All submitted proposals and supporting material are a matter of public record.

3.11
Rejection of Bid

The County reserves the right to reject any or all bids, with or without cause, and to waive informalities when such rejection is in the interest of the County.  Randolph County also reserves the right to reject the bid of a Vendor who has previously failed to perform properly or complete on-time a contract of similar nature. 

3.12
Disqualification of Vendors

More than one bid from an individual, firm, partnership, corporation, or association under a different name or names shall not be considered. Any or all bids shall be rejected if there is reason to believe that collusion exists among the Vendors.  In this situation all participants in such collusion shall not be considered for the current or future bids for the same work. No contract shall be awarded except to competent Vendors capable of performing the class of work contemplated. 
3.13
Award

The award of this bid will not be based solely on lowest price.  The award will be based and granted on “BEST VALUE”.   “BEST VALUE” will allow Randolph County to consider factors beyond pricing such as whether the responsible vender is able to meet and/or exceed the required specifications as well as meet the required delivery requirements.  “BEST VALUE” will permit and reflect prudent stewardship of public funds and trust.
3.14
Notification of Award

After all prerequisites and specifications have been met by the bidder and the award for this purchase is made by the Commissioners, the successful bidder will be notified within ten (10) working days.  Randolph will notify the successful bidder in writing, either by a LETTER TO PROCEED or a PURCHASE ORDER or both.  VERBAL NOTIFICATION OF THE AWARD IS NOT CONSIDERED A RELIABLE MODE OF NOTIFICATION AND, THEREFORE, WILL NOT BE RECOGNIZED AS AN OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION.

3.15
Vendor’s Guarantee

By submitting a bid on these specifications, the Vendor binds himself to all conditions in these specifications, irrespective of any formalities in his order acknowledgment.  No attachment or part may be substituted or applied contrary to Manufacturer’s recommendations and standard practice.  Any variance with the specifications must be stated with the submitted bid and may, after review of all consequences of the variance, disqualify the bid.  Accessory supplies shall be compiled with the rest of the equipment offered.  

Vendor guarantees that the equipment is standard new equipment, latest model or regular stock product with all parts regularly used with the type of equipment offered. Each vehicle delivered is guaranteed against faulty material and workmanship for a period of one (1) year or greater. If the delivered vehicles are guaranteed by the Manufacturer for a period longer than one (1) year, the standard Manufacturer’s guarantee will prevail.   If during this period, any such faults develop, the unit or part affected is to be replaced without any cost to Randolph County.

All regularly manufactured stock electrical items shall be listed by Underwriter’s Laboratory, Inc.  Other electrical equipment shall be constructed to conform to applicable portions of the National Electrical Code.  When electrical components are part of the equipment, the manufacturer’s standard guarantee shall apply, unless otherwise specified.

3.16
Delivery Completion Requirement

A guaranteed delivery date may be considered in making the award.  Delivery of the Cabs and Chassis shall be made to Fred Defriess at the EMS base located at 2222-D South Fayetteville Street, Asheboro, NC 27203.   Any Vendor who submits a bid on these specifications agrees to accept Randolph County’s purchase order   The Vendor further agrees to guarantee complete delivery within one-hundred and twenty (120) days of the Purchase Order date, or as otherwise specified.  If the requested delivery/completion date cannot be met, the Vendor shall so state why delivery of the three (3) new Cabs and Chassis within one-hundred and twenty (120) days is not feasible and shall propose a revised delivery date with their bid proposal.  The delivery schedule submitted by the Vendor and agreed upon by the County shall automatically become binding upon the successful Vendor.
3.17
Non-Collusion
By executing and submitting this bid, the Bidder certifies that his bid is made without reference to any other bid and without any agreement, understanding, collusion or combination with any other person in reference to such bidding.  
3.18
Warranty

The Cabs and Chassis shall be covered or warranted by the Manufacturer’s Warranty.  The Manufacturer shall warrant to the original retail purchaser, for the warranty period that the Cabs and Chassis shall be free of substantial defects in materials and workmanship, which are attributed to Warrantor and which arise during the course of normal use and service.  Copies of the Warranty Statements shall be included with the bid documents.

3.19
Taxes

Taxes should not be included in the bid for the Cabs and Chassis.   Any sales tax items should be listed as a separate item at time of invoicing.
3.20
Payment
It is the desire of Randolph County to pay promptly.  It is the Vendor’s responsibility to submit invoices directly to the Department at the address specified on the Purchase Order as “Ship and Bill to”.
Invoices shall include Purchase Order number, description of item(s), quantities, unit price, extended price, freight, state and local taxes, and date of delivery.  Invoices not on printed billheads shall be signed by Vendor.  

Invoices exceeding the limits established by the Purchase Order or for materials or services not qualifying under the specifications as ordered, are subject to be disqualified for payment.

Final payment shall be made within 30 days following delivery, inspection and acceptance of the vehicle(s), per these specifications, by Neil Allen, the department head of the Randolph County Emergency Services Department.  If the vehicle(s) are delivered separately, full payment will be made within 30 days following the vehicle being received, inspected and found to comply with these procurement specifications.  
Vendors must provide tax information to include Vendor’s full business name, address, “remit to” address, and federal tax identification number.
3.21
Minority Business Enterprise
It is the policy of Randolph County to take affirmative action to ensure that minority business enterprises are given the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to provide the County with goods and services at competitive prices.

3.22
Indemnification

The successful bidder shall hold the County, to include all Board members and employees, harmless from all liabilities, obligations, losses, claims, damages, actions, suits, proceedings, costs, expenses, including attorneys’ fees, that:
a)  Arise out of, are connected with, or result directly or indirectly from the successful bidder’s failure to perform any of its obligations under this request for bids; or

b)  Are a result, of a breach of any of the successful bidder’s warranties.  No indemnification responsibilities created by this section shall survive and be enforceable after the contract between the County and the successful bidder terminates or expires, and they shall be terminated only by written agreement of the successful bidder and Randolph County.  

RANDOLPH COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES

SPECIFICATIONS CABS AND CHASSIS
· 2008 or Newer Ford F350 Cab and Chassis

· White Regular Cab with 165” Wheel Base  

· Wheel Base shall be 84” from Cab to Axle

· 6.4 Diesel Engine

· XLT Package upgrade with Rubber Floor Covering

· Cloth or Leather Captain’s Chairs

· Adjustable Pedals

· Ambulance Prep Package with XLT Package

· Daytime Running Lights

· LT245/75R17 All Terrain Tires
Appendix A – EXCEPTION FORM

	Section Number
	Explanation

	     
	

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     




     


Signature
Date

     


Print Name
     

Title

     

Company

     

Address 

     

e-mail
     

Phone
BID FORM
BID NO. 08-0616
I, (We), the undersigned after reading and fully understanding the terms, conditions and specifications of Request for Bid No. 08-0616, agree to furnish a firm fixed price (excluding tax).








    UNIT 
         EXTENDED


DESCRIPTION


QTY.

    COST
   
   COST
   2008 of Newer Ford F350      
    3

$____________       $___________



 Cabs & Chassis
   Tax






          $____________       $___________

                                  GRAND TOTAL                     $____________       $___________

Delivery Date(s):    __________________________





   ___________________________




   ___________________________

COMPANY NAME: ___________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________

CITY: ___________________________   STATE: _____________ ZIP CODE: __________

TELEPHONE: __________________________   FAX:  ______________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________

PRINT NAME: _______________________________________________________________

AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE: _________________________________________________
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